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“We were all just swinging our scythes with no instructions and I 
suddenly felt this whack on my bum and I turned round and saw 
Jane looking guilty. If I hadn’t had a leather wallet in my pocket, 
I’d have had to go to casualty.”
Hazel Platzer 
(below with ripped pocket and below left)

 “It was Easter ’73 – TRAD (Tunnel Reopening At Dudley), the big celebration. I was 
there selling tickets on my own, with my four month old baby who was breastfed. 
There were hundreds of people coming at me, desperate to get a ticket to go into 
Dudley Tunnel, and this little bundle of noise going red-faced in the background.”
Tina Gittings (above)

 “We were picking old prams and 
bicycles out of the canal which was in 
a filthy state and I absolutely loved it 
because it involved getting dirty.”
Jane Henderson (above)

“The water tank was abandoned, so it 
was dragged up and put in the canal as 
a workboat. She’s holding this rope as 
there was no engine or anything. That’s 
the only way she could get along.”
Jose Wyles, about Mavis Waldron 
(above)



About I Dig Canals 

Many of today’s canals would have been lost had it not been for a group of 
dedicated campaigners. The phrase ‘I Dig Canals’ was a campaign slogan in 
the 1970s when the word ‘dig’ had a double meaning. Reading today about 
that period, you would think only men took part in the work to save the 
canals, but of course women were there too!
 
We have unearthed a wealth of stories about women’s involvement in these 
campaigns in the Black Country in the 1960s and 1970s which will be shared 
in performance and written form (see below) and as audio recordings at the 
National Waterways Archive, Ellesmere Port.

CREATIVE WORKSHOPS Free to attend – bookings by email (see overleaf)

Drawing on oral histories, written accounts and documentary sources such 
as diaries and letters, participants will create written and performance pieces 
that capture the essence of the stories. Writers and actors attending will be 
invited to perform their work at the final project celebration on Saturday 4th 
April at 6pm at Dudley Canal & Tunnel Trust. Some of the work created will 
also be included in a book. 

Workshop for Actors Saturday 8th February, 10am-4.30pm, in association 
with Oldbury Repertory Players. Barlow Theatre, 3 Spring Walk, Oldbury B69 4SP 
Facilitated by Kate Saffin and Heather Wastie, participants will take the 
work created to a scratch performance level.
 

Poetry & Prose Workshop Thursday 13th February, 10am-1pm. 
Narrow boat The Vic Smallshire, Dudley Canal & Tunnel Trust (address below)
Join Heather Wastie on a (stationary) narrow boat moored near the 
historic Dudley Tunnel for a morning of creative writing culminating in a 
sharing of work. 

CELEBRATION EVENTS 

Saturday 4th April 6-8pm including book launch - free to attend. 
Dudley Canal & Tunnel Trust, 501 Birmingham New Road, Dudley, DY1 4SB
Come and hear some of the stories gathered over months of documentary 
research and oral history interviews. Writers and actors who have attended 
one of our workshops will share their own interpretations, bringing to life this 
crucial period of canal history from the women’s perspective.

Easter Weekend 2020 (details to be announced) - including official handover  
of archive recordings.
National Waterways Museum, South Pier Road, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, CH65 4FW. 

 
If you have a story to tell, do contact us!



Alarum 
Productions 
are grateful for 
support from:

01865 364095

@alarum_theatre

idigcanals@alarumtheatre.co.uk

alarumtheatre

Contact

www.alarumtheatre.co.ukw

Kate Saffin

Heather Wastie

Alarum Theatre

Both women are exceptional storytellers, their performances 
brimming over with personality.
London City Nights

Boater, writer, storyteller and actor, Kate Saffin has 
lived on a narrowboat and told stories of the waterways 
as solo plays since 1999. She trained as a writer for stage 
and broadcast media at the Royal Central School of 
Speech and Drama (MFA). She adapted the waterway 
classic  Ramlin Rose; the Boatwoman’s story by Sheila 
Stewart and has performed at canal festivals, in pub 
gardens and at Edinburgh Festival Fringe. Other canal 
based plays have retold the apparently true story of a 
brothel on a boat (The Boat of Ill Repute), a late coming 
of age for a pensioner who finds herself on holiday 
on a boat (Finding Libby) and a musical based on 
Midsummer Milly, a story for children by Dan Clacher.

Poet, singer-songwriter and accordion player Heather 
Wastie has been involved with canals since childhood, 
when her family took part in campaigns to save 
them. Her writing projects include a Residency at the 
Museum of Carpet, culminating in a book published 
by Black Pear Press, and a commission to compose 
a children’s song cycle celebrating the restoration 
of the Weavers’ Cottages in Kidderminster. She was 
the 2015/16 Worcestershire Poet Laureate and in 2018 
completed a book of poems about the restoration of 
the Droitwich Canals, commissioned by Canal & River 
Trust for The Ring. In 2017 she was commissioned to 
write and perform poems for the popular Nationwide 
Building Society television ad campaign. For more see 
www.wastiesspace.co.uk.

Alarum Theatre specialise in telling the stories of 
ordinary women doing extraordinary things. In summer 
2016 they began touring their first show, Idle Women 
of the Wartime Waterways, and in 2017 were awarded 
Arts Council funding for a major tour which was 
Commended at the 2018 Canal & River Trust Living 
Waterways Awards. After seven tours across the country, 
the show is now available for one-off bookings, and a 
new double bill Acts of Abandon will be touring in 2020.


